‘Federation politics will harm
Delhi shuttlers, says Azhar .

New Delhi: Recently-ap-
pointed president of the Del-
hi Badminton Association
(DBA) Mohammad Azharud-
din on Monday said federa-
tion politics will cause play-
ers a lot of suffering. The
Badminton Association of In-
dia (BAI) had in March dis-
affiliated DBA saying that the
body had not followed the con-
stitution and thereby created
the Delhi Capital Badminton
Association (DCBA) to gov-
ern the sport in the capital.
The BAI website also re-
cently mentioned that DBA is
now a defunct body. “This is
not good for the badminton
players because at the end of
the day they are the one’s who
will suffer, They will be in a
dilemma which association to
play for. As a sportsperson I
care about them and this will
only harm the badminton

SPEAKING OUT: Azharuddin

players of Delhi,” said Azhar,
who took over the reins from
Vinod Dhawan who resigned
in April following the decision
of the BAI to recognise DBA.

“T am not here to fight with
anyone butI felt this was a gen-
uine case so I came into the
frame. The DBA has been tak-
en for aride. When there is al-

ready one association to gov-
ern the sport, how can you
elect another. This is against .
the sports charter. BAI has
flouted its own constitution in
doing this,” he added. The
Congress Member of Parlia-

ment from Moradabad claimed *

that DBA wasn’t even given a
chance to justify itself. “DBA
wasn'’t even given any chance
to justify itself. We have not
been given even a chance of a
hearing. I think the DBA has
done a good job in hosting sev-
eral tournaments in the last 30
years,” said the 50-year-old.
BAI had recently said that
DBA had not carried out its
duties properly in the last few
years. On the same issue,
Azhar said: “BAI is giving
lame excuses. We have writ-
ten to the sports ministry who
have in turn asked questions
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NEWLY-APPOINTED
Delhi Badminton Associ-
ation president Moham-
mad Azharuddin feels
BAI has declared DBA a
defunct body based on

the city's shuttlers would
be affected because of

"BAI doesn't have
any reason to defunct

excuses. We have fol-
lowed everything, there
has been communication
with the BAT about our af-
fairs. It is against the = L
sports charter. They Azharuddin took over as DB
haven'tsentusanynotice  president earlier this month.
or gave DBA any hearing. '
Itisinjustice," Azharuddin told reporters.

"It doesn't augur well for sports. If someone doesn't like an-
other face and float another association, it can happen all over In-
dia. Tt is not right. DBA has done no wrong and they have to
recognise us," he added.

The former Indian cricket captain further said, " You cannot
just stop players like that. The main purpose of federationis to
run the game smoothly and and make sure players are comfort-
able. At the end of the day, playerswill bring name to them and
not otherwise. Or else the players will suffer."

The BAI had declared DBA as 'defunct' without disaffili-
ating it, citing that the state association didn't follow election
norms in 2010 and it had not legally elected office-bearers as per
its own constitution.

"This is not good for the sport. I am not here to fight or
threaten anybody. DBA and BAI has the same intention and
should work together," said Azharuddin, who teok over from for-
mer president Vinod Dhawan early this month.

BAIwants DBA to send them a list of its districts which it
can verify. It also wants the state association to hold elections
inthe presence of BAI and Government observers. BAl has
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given its affiliation to Delhi Capital Badminton Association

(DCBA) during its Executive committee meeting on April 27
and ever since the DBA has been in a judicial battle with the
governing body. y



MINISTRY ASKS FOR REPORT

THE Sports Ministry has also asked for a detailed report from the ©
“BATonits decision to grant recognition'to DEBA without issu-- r

ing notice or cancelling recognition of DBA.
Azharuddin, who had almost contested for the president's

postin BAlin June 2010 before backing off at the last minute, |

said: "We will take a wait and watch policy. The case is in Delhi
High Court and we are waiting for the court's decision and also
the BAI's reply to ministry. After that we will do something
aboutit."

BAI said according to the copy of the reglstered DBA consti- £

tution available with them, the DBA had not followed its own
election norms in 2010 but S P Singh, who hasbeen the secretary

of DBA since 2006, said that the BAI was holding a copy ofits

constitution of 1979.

"They are holding a 1979 copy of our constitution. We had
amended our constitutionin 2002 to be in line with BAI. If BAI
were not happy with our functioning, they should have sentus a
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show cause notice and given us 15 days time to explain ourstand |

but they didn't," Singh said.
"During the conduct of India Super Series, they didn't ap-

proach us. On the contrary, they alleged that we have sought -

money from them. We have filed an RTI regarding it butstill no
reply," he added. :

BAI also had said that it was not officially informed about
Azharuddin taking over as the president by DBA. However,
| Singh said: "It was not binding on state associations to inform the -
| BAI Butwe have been exchanging letters with them."
' Early this month, the DBA had announced its state rank-
| ing championship from July 24, but soon the DCBA too named
| its Delhi State championship from July 22, which put the players
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BADMINTON

Azharuddin questions BAI action

Special Correspondent

 NEW DELHI: Mohammad Azha-
- ruddin has raised his. voice
against the “injustice” meted out
to Delhi by the Badminton Asso-
ciation of India and urged the
governing body of the sport to

refrain from harming the players -

from the Capital.
~ Addressing his first press con-
ference after taking over as the
Delhi Badminton Association
President, Azharuddin ques-
tioned the BAI action against the
DBA and said, “how could the
BAI declare DBA as ‘defunct’?

On what basis? Just because
the BAI does not like a few faces
in the DBA, can it affiliate anoth-
er body? I am aware that the
DBA has constitutionally carried
out its duties since 1976 and it
was not right for the BAI to tar-
get a' single affiliate,” said
Azharuddin.

It may be recalled that in
April, the BAI gave affiliation to
Delhi Capital Badminton Associ-
ation (DCBA) without disaffil-
iating the DBA.

Last fortnight, the BAI de-
clared the DBA as defunct on its
website saying that the DBA had
not followed its constitution in
electing its office-bearers.

The BAI President Akhilesh

Das Gupta had stated that as per
the certified copy of the DBA
Constitution with the BAI, the
DBA office-bearers had a two-
year term.

Violation of constitution

The BAI maintains that the
term of the DBA office-bearers
ended in 2012 and their contin-
uance in office is a violation of its
own constitution.

“It seems the BAI has a copy of
our 1979 constitution and not
the one amended in 2002, which
in consistent with the constitu-
tion of the BAI. We also have a
four-year term,” clarified the
DBA secretary S.P. Singh.

‘Answering the question re-

garding the charges of the BAI

that office-bearers of the DBA
wanted money for their services
in hosting the India Open:in
April 2013, Mr. Singh said, “we

have asked the BAI, under RTI,
to produce documentary evi-
dence to prove that any such

‘demand was made by any of the

DBA officials. We have not re-
ceived any reply so far.” )

Azharuddin also said he
would be writing to the BAI
President once the BAI replies
to the Sports Ministry which
has sought a detailed explana-
tion as to how it could give affil-
iation to another body without
disaffiliating or issuing a show-
cause notice to the DBA.

“Since the matter is sub-judi- -
ce, I don’t want to say anything
at this point. The next hearing
is on September 3. What if the
court declares the affiliation of
the other body as unconstitu-
tional? }

“Then what happens to the
players who participated in the
events organised by the DCBA.
I think like a player and for the

players. I'would notlike a single

player to suffer because of the
dispute between two bodies.
The game is bigger than the
Federation and the players.”
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